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Publisher Comments:

This international bestseller is a sweeping portrait of motherhood, loss, and
redemption in war-torn Sarajevo. : More copies of this ISBN :
i Used, Hardcover, $15.95
Used, Hardcover, $18.50

Filled with memories of the four-year siege of Sarajevo, Gemma reluctantly boards a flight
from her native Rome to that war-scarred city with her sixteen-year-old son, Pietro. She
hopes to teach her son about the city of his birth and about Diego, the father he never knew.
Once there Gemma is caught between the present and the past, reliving her love affair with
Diego, their determination to start a family, and their deep connection to Sarajevo even as
the threat of war loomed.

: eBook editions
Google eBooks, $12.99

In this haunting and sophisticated novel, Mazzantini masterfully probes the startling emotional
territory of what makes a family-particularly what makes a mother. As the fate of Sarajevo converges with Gemma's all-consuming
desire to have a child we see how far she is driven, in a stunning revelation that is both heartbreaking and cathartic.

Brought to life by an unforgettable cast of characters, Twice Born is a tale of the acts of brutality and generosity that war can inspire.
A blockbuster bestseller in Mazzantini's native ltaly, it has taken Europe by storm and will soon be published around the world.

Review:

"In Mazzantini's eloquent second novel translated into English (after Don't Move), ltalian grad student Gemma travels to Sarajevo
when it is still part of Yugoslavia for her doctoral thesis. Gojko, a maniacal Bosnian yo-yo salesman and poet, is her guide, and on
the day she is to return to her fiancA© in Rome, Gojko introduces her to Diego, an impulsive, young ltalian photographer from
Genoa with a criminal and heroin-using past, and they spend one impassioned night together. Gemma marries, divorces; she and
Diego come together in Italy and marry as the situation in the Balkans begins to deteriorate while the couple suffer their own
torment trying to conceive a child. Their efforts to have a child result in convoluted relationships arranged by Gojko in Sarajevo,
where they return, years later, as the city is falling apart. Gemma returns alone to Rome with a boy, born in Sarajevo. She names
him Pietro and raises him as her son with a new husband, Giuliano, after Diego's death. Twenty-four years after her fateful meeting
with Diego, Gemma travels again to Sarajevo and into her past, wanting to show Pietro the country of his birth and where his father
died. Mazzantini expertly weaves together her characters' stories, jumping backwards and forwards in time and place, from ltaly to
Sarajevo as the brutality of the Bosnian war melds with the beauty and complexity of Gemma and Diego's passionate romance. If
the loose ends tie up too easily in the final chapters, a captivating secret maintains the story's integrity. Mazzantini's haunting novel,
beautifully written and skillfully crafted, proves that despite the hatred exposed by war, love persists, and even flourishes. (May)"
Publishers Weekly Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
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About the Author

Margaret Mazzantini lives in Rome with her husband and four children. Twice Born won ltaly's Premio Campiello. Her previous
novel Don't Move sold 1.5 million copies in ltaly, won the Premio Strega and became a feature film directed by her husband, Sergio
Castellitto and starring Penelope Cruz.
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What Our Readers Are Saying
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What goodreads Readers Are Saying

Average Goodreads user rating based on 263 reviews:

L. 0.0 0 1 Tancredi, January 29, 2011 (view all Goodreads reviews by Tancredi)

Jodededkk “Conto quello che la guerra gli ha mangiato, nelle occhiaie, in certi squardi fermi come vetro, nelle sigarette che
tremano bagnate nelle dita. Glielo conto su quei visi, grigi sotto la pioggia, che ora guardo come morti che risorgono
dal mare.”

Dimenticate "Non ti muovere". Perché questa n...

(continue at Goodreads.com)

report this review to Goodreads.com

Yk dkk Annalisa, April 20, 2011 (view all Goodreads reviews by Annalisa)

Yok Hkk Ho amato questo libro dalla prima pagina. Sapevo veramente poco della Jugoslavia non essendo ancora nata
quando ci fu la guerra, ma grazie alle descrizioni della Mazzantini & come se un pezzo del mio cuore fosse sempre
stato a Sarajevo. Questo libro, intenso e struggente, apre gli occhi su una guerr... (continue at Goodreads.com)

report this review to Goodreads.com

Y& K TTYT Lauren, May 11, 2011 (view all Goodreads reviews by Lauren)
JoAk Ak Three and a half stars, really.

This book is heartbreaking but impossible to put down. Gemma, an ltalian woman in her early 50s, returns to post-
war Sarajevo with her teenage son to show him the city where she lived and the place where his father died.

The back story- which i... (continue at Goodreads.com)

report this review to Goodreads.com
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What ooodreads Readers Are Saying
Average Goodreads user rating based on 285 reviews:

Tancredi, January 29, 2011 (view all Goodreads reviews by Tancredi)

“Conto quello che la guerra gli ha mangiato, nelle occhiaie, in certi squardi fermi come vetro, nelle sigarette che
tremano bagnate nelle dita. Glielo conto su quei visi, grigi sotto la pioggia, che ora guardo come morti che risorgono
dal mare.”

Dimenticate "Non ti muovere". Perché questa n...
(continue at Goodreads.com)

report this review to Goodreads.com
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Adrianna, May 30, 2011 (view all Goodreads reviews by Adrianna)
If this was an American story, it would only center around Gemma and Diego's relationship. Since it is a European
story, it goes deeper and explores the boundaries and definitions of love, relationships, sex, and motherhood.

| almost don't know how to review this because it is translated an... (continue at Goodreads.com)
report this review to Goodreads.com

Annalisa, April 20, 2011 (view all Goodreads reviews by Annalisa)

Ho amato questo libro dalla prima pagina. Sapevo veramente poco della Jugoslavia non essendo ancora nata
quando ci fu la guerra, ma grazie alle descrizioni della Mazzantini € come se un pezzo del mio cuore fosse sempre
stato a Sarajevo. Questo libro, intenso e struggente, apre gli occhi su una guerr... (continue at Goodreads.com)

report this review to Goodreads.com
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Powell's City of Books is an independent bookstore in
Portland, Oregon, that fills a whole city block with more than a
million new, used, and out of print books. Shop those shelves
— plus literally millions more books, DVDs, and eBooks —
here at Powells.com.
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